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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Photography as a medium of communication is used to tell stories, and much like writing, these stories convey a variety of messages and emotions. Your engagement in photography should always be personal. When children learn to write, they learn an alphabet and the rules of grammar; in photography, there are symbols and icons, rules and techniques that one should learn to effectively use the medium to tell stories effectively. One of the primary goals for the course is transitioning from a passive consumer of images to one who actively engages them in a meaningful way. 
Photography 2 is a continuation of skills developed in Photography 1. Emphasis is placed on further refinement of camera technique and darkroom skills; digital photography will also be a part of the course. Students will make higher order aesthetic choices, and will learn more advanced techniques to help their photography practice. Slide lectures, discussions, and individual and group reviews are part of the course. 
Photography 3/4 is designed to be more self-directed, but will still involve classroom learning, improving upon camera, darkroom, and digital techniques. Skills are refined through group and individualized instruction and critique. As students continue in photography, greater emphasis is placed on the development of a personal vision and a portfolio that reflects photographic practice. Historical and philosophical concerns are incorporated in the examination of materials. Alternative processes are explored and the use of medium and large format cameras is taught. 
Goals
· Get to know and meet some new people

· Operate various types of cameras
· Develop darkroom and digital techniques and processes
· Improve visual communication skills using photography

· Grow as a person


COURSE STRUCTURE AND EXPECTATIONS
This is a studio-based course, which means that much of the class time will be spent working. Dialogue with others throughout the working process is vital— this includes check-ins, discussions, and project critiques. Participation is expected during discussions—it gives the opportunity to articulate ideas, evaluate progress, ask questions, and receive and give constructive criticism. 

Art is often thought to be separated from any influence from other subject areas and parts of life. Effective imagery often comes from combining knowledge of science, math, history, and culture. The class is labeled as an elective, but that does not mean that thinking and hard work are not a part of the class or that the work that is made isn’t important. Photography can be fun and meaningful, but it does require work. Students are always expected to work in class, as well as completing homework— this includes shooting film or any other research that will complement class work. You are encouraged to explore ideas introduced in class outside of school.

WEEKLY REDDIT POSTING
Each week, students will upload 1-3 images to the class subreddit; https://www.reddit.com/r/ArtMeisters. Create a Reddit account—do not use a username that contains personal information. Images can be of anything you’ve shot in any format and do not have to be related to class assignments— however, do not post anything that is questionable with regards to drugs, violence, or bullying. You can also vote and comment each week. Comments can be critical, but they must also be supportive. 
CLASSROOM SAFETY AND DEMEANOR

All students are expected to contribute to a class environment of trust and respect. How students conduct themselves is an integral part of growth as a responsible citizen and will affect the feedback and grade received. All students should feel welcome and free from harrassment based on gender, gender variance, race, religion, sexual orientation, class, level, and physical and/or mental ability. If at any time, any student feels that this is not the case, then notify myself or any other adult in the area. I try to be aware of what goes on in class and of the comfort level of students, but I don’t always see, hear, or understand all that transpires. It is crucial that everyone strives to provide an inclusive learning environment. All students are entitled to a safe learning space and no one has the right to deny that to anyone. Students are expected to be accountable to themselves, their peers, and their environment. 

The materials and tools in class can be dangerous and requires a certain level of maturity and awareness. No student should engage in activities or actions that jeopardizes the safety of anyone in the class. After a second warning, the student will be dropped from the class for the rest of the year. Certain offenses do not get second chances—anything that insensitively compromises the physical, mental, or emotional safety of anyone will result in an immediate drop from the class. 
CLEAN UP. All students are responsible for keeping the classroom clean, even if it’s not their mess. Keeping the class environment orderly is very much a part of the process when it comes to art-making, especially when working in a shared space. A daily cleanup task list will be implemented to aid us in this. 

BE KIND. BE HONEST. WORK HARD.
PREREQUISITES/REQUIREMENTS
· 35mm SLR film camera that allows for manual focus, and manual exposure settings (shutter speed, aperture, ISO)

· Students must purchase the Advanced Photography Kit ($62 or $45) at https://newtrier.revtrak.net. Depending on which level you’re in, your kit kit includes:

· 4 rolls of medium format film and 2 rolls of color 35mm film
· (Photo 2) PrintFile Clamshell Metal edge 16x20 inch box
Note: once the student runs out of film it is their responsibility to purchase more online or at the school bookstore. 

· Mat board 

· Sign up for the class Remind; text @ntphotoadv to the number 81010

· Folder for storing handouts
· iOS Apps for class
· Flipboard- free

· Snapseed- free

· myLightmeterFree or Pocket Light Meter (both should be free)
GENERAL RULES
· Students must notify the teacher if they leave the classroom. 

· Mobile Device Policy- Use of devices without permission is not allowed; Phone Jail is provided to help you resist the temptation to use your device. A 1st offense will result in confiscation of the device and a 0 for the day. Subsequent violations will result in additional consequences with the Advisor Chair. Phones may be retrieved in the last minute of class. This applies to the use of iPads and laptops—if use of device is approved, then the device must be used so that the screen is easily visible. 
· Do not line up and wait for the end of class too early. Work bell-to-bell. 

· No food—special circumstances will be considered on a case by case basis. 
· No earbuds. Music will be played through the class speakers during work time.

GRADING/ASSESSMENT

Overall assessment is based on participation, individual growth in class, and how much is learned. Students should not compare themselves to anyone else; and should evaluate themselves based on individual progress. Students take a class to learn and to improve. Being good at something isn’t as important as growing, learning, and developing an interest in the subject matter. In this course, you are expected to track your own grade.  You may make an appointment with me at any point to check the progress that you have recorded. You will receive a grade report with two weeks left in the quarter. Critique is important for the whole process and so each meeting will be opened with a discussion of your work and critique. Feedback is given in the form of critique at the end of each project. Progress can be shared by making an appointment.
· Participation is expected every day.

· The participation grade is negatively impacted by any of the following: 

· Doing work from other classes

· Mobile device policy violation

· Failure to clean up

· Anything that negatively impacts the learning environment
· Each project will have a set of expectations and requirements that students are to fulfill; students are encouraged to determine a set of appropriate expectations for themselves. 

· Grades are based on academic achievement and non-academic factors. Academic achievement includes the following criteria: 

1) craft development
2) thinking skills
3) studio work habits

4) ability to synthesize and create. 

· Non-academic factors include tardiness, day-to-day activities and responsibilities, work completion, citizenship, etc. Non-academic factors represent 10% of your semester grade. 

Participation, Performance, Projects, Tests, Critiques. Each assignment is based on 100 points.

Grading scale:

	A     100-93
	C    76-73
	
	B     86-83
	
	D    66-63

	A-    93-90
	C-   73-70
	
	B-    82-80
	
	D-   63-60

	B+   89-87
	D+  69-67
	
	C+   79-77
	
	F    59/below


Each day that a project requirement is late will result in a loss of credit from the overall project. 

GENERAL OUTLINE OF PHOTOGRAPHY 234 COURSE
This is general outline, and will change as needed. 

1st Semester Projects and Units

· Camera Refresher
· Distressed, burned, and scratched film

· Documentary/Street Photography
· Night Photography
· Holga/Medium Format
· Color Film
· Digital
2nd Semester Projects and Units

· Self Portrait
· Something Different
· Neighborhood project
· Final project (student proposed project)

· Large format/View Camera

FINAL WORD

To be successful in class, students must enjoy art, and in this case, photography. A successful art student is one who 

· Can take creative and informed risks

· Perseveres through difficult moments

· Shows a genuine interest in photography

· Loves learning

· Communicates effectively

· Is patient

· Is comfortable with ambiguity

· Is empathetic

· Takes lots of photos

If you’re not interested in putting in effort in photography, then don’t waste my time and the time of your classmates. This is an elective; you don’t have to be here if you’re not enjoying yourself.

Photography 2 3 4 Acknowledgement of Classroom Policies and Guidelines
Instructor: Tom Lau

2016-2017

Student Acknowledgement of Photography 2 3 4 Policies and Guidelines
I have read the syllabus. I understand the guidelines and policies, and I take full responsibility for my actions in the Photography classroom.

Student Name (please print): __________________________ Period number _____

Student Signature: __________________________________ Date: _____________ 
Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement of Photography Classroom Policies and Guidelines
I have read the syllabus and understand the parameters of the Photography 2 3 4 class, including the Classroom safety and demeanor section.

Parent/Guardian Name (please print): _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________ Date: _____________
Bonus content-

Submit a song to be a part of the class playlist that will be played from time to time during studio time. Songs must be school appropriate and cannot interfere with anyone else’s ability to work or learn. No metal or pop country.

Artist _________________________ Title _________________________
Reddit username ____________________
