What to look for in a 35mm SLR film camera
Ask your parents/relatives/neighbors to see if they have one available to you before purchasing one, there is a strong likelihood that someone you know has one. 

If you are having trouble locating a camera because of financial reasons, contact me privately. 
Name brand

A well-recognized brand is your best bet. Nikon, Canon, Minolta, Pentax, Olympus, and Yashica are safe bets. Some lesser-known brands might seem like a great deal but they could cause trouble in the future.
Features

It is important to know what features are essential for good photography and what features are nice to have but are considered luxuries for this photography course. Use the following as a checklist for potential cameras. 
Essentials- your camera must have these features!

	
	Operational internal light meter

	
	Adjustable aperture

	
	Adjustable shutter speed

	
	Removable lens


Pro-Master. Do not buy this camera. This camera is very cheap and has had a history of not working very well or consistently. 

Camera Suggestion List…
These are only suggestions.  You are not required to purchase any of these particular cameras; however, the cameras listed below are ideal for beginning photographers.  Also, the lenses used on Canon, Nikon and Minolta (now owned by Sony) are compatible with any matching brand in digital SLR cameras you may purchase in the future.  For example, Canon film camera lenses work on Canon digital SLR cameras, etc.  Before you buy, make sure your camera comes with a lens—"camera bodies" are sometimes sold separate from the lens!!!

Canon EOS Rebel K2

Canon EOS Elan 7NE

Minolta Maxxum 3

Minolta Maxxum QTsi

Minolta Maxxum HTsi Plus

Nikon FM10

Nikon N65QD

Vivitar V3800 Manual SLR

Cameras like the Canon AE series, older Nikon F series, and the Pentax K-1000 are great manual 35mm SLR cameras for introductory purposes, but are only available used. If you purchase any of these cameras, please ask many questions about guarantees and warranty issues. 
Buyer beware! Please be cautious when purchasing used cameras.  Make sure that the retailer gives you a guarantee—allowing you to return your camera for a full refund if you are not satisfied.  If they are not willing to guarantee their product, DO NOT purchase from that retailer. Personally, I purchase from KEH.com and Calumet all the time and trust their used ratings.
Timeline! You need to have your own manual SLR camera to participate in this class.  We will be using our cameras as early as the second week of class.  Please be cautious with how long a camera may take to ship. 

Purchase a U/V protective filter for your lens. It is inexpensive and will protect your lens from scratches, dust, moisture, and the majority of ultraviolet rays—in some cases, it might even save your lens from an accidental direct impact to the front of it.

If your camera does not have a strap and a case, get one; it is useful and will help you keep your camera safe.

Make sure to label your camera with your name and contact info in case you lose it: 68% of students lose their camera every year. (I made that stat up, but there are enough students who lose their camera that warrants a mention). 
Film

Ilford HP5 (available at the school bookstore), or Kodak Tri-X 400 only. Do not buy any film labeled black and white and C-41. 
Below is a list of retailers where cameras and other photo supplies can be purchased. Make sure to call first.

KEH.com
FreestylePhoto.biz

BHPhotoVideo.com

Ebay.com
Adoroma.com

Ritz & Wolf Camera
Village Square of Northbrook

31 N. Skokie Blvd.

(847) 205-0206
Phototronics

740 Elm Street

Winnetka, IL

(847) 446-7510
	Manual 35mm SLR Camera
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	Automatic-capable 35mm SLR Camera
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	Basic Tripod
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	35mm Black and White Film
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In addition, you will need to purchase the photo kit that’s available through the New Trier Website 
Revtrack payment system—Order over the weekend: 

On the main page navigate to Payments (top menu) > Academics > Art Department > Photography 1: Supply Kit -Lau  

